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New Vision, New Dynamism, New Campus

Oraetings in the name o our Lord! As the new principd of MBS, |
would (1 to represent the saminary to &3y a BIG thank you to your
uncaasing support In the past, and | do Mope tha our partnership N
Chigt will be strengthensd Lriher as we sarve the Lord fathfully
2010. 1118 my pleasure to share wih you sorme of my aspirations as to
how MBS £an be 2 great biessing 1o the students, facufly and stam.

1 EMPHASIS ON PRAYER FOR RENEWAL IN SPIRITUAL LIFE

As an Intardenominational seminary, we indead naed our Lord's mercy
and grace, and the support of brothers and sisters in local churches
and beyond In other parts of the weeld. Thus, n my capacty as the
new Principa, | called for three days of fastng and prayer amongst the
fosity members on Jan. 68, 2010, We Mark the Lord for our
supporters who not only provide for us In terms of Inance, tut aso
uphokd us In thalr prayers. We trust that the Lord wil continus to teing
renewsl of spirkyal e In our midst s we fumble ourseives and pray.

2 CULTIVATING A LOVING AND CARING COMMUNITY

MBS balizves In cultivating a closs Rilowship amongst facully, stalt
and students by means of prayer and practical care for one another,
This will form the foundation of cur spiftuallly & a witness for the
Lord in Makeysh,

3 E‘%!.Hu;g:)u OF ACADEMIC COURSES AND EDUCATIONAL
Tre miskn of MBS & ¥ prapars walk-trained pasiors and mEsbnarks
Tor churdhes, Thus, i lecturers are required to Bach inthalr respecive
fieids (bidikca, theclogical and pasioral coursas) with compatence.
Beginning from this year, there will be an avaluation of &l existing
courses We encourage our Bclurers to further thefr ragearch and
pubiish thelr indings. Besides the Tacully of MBS, we wil cortinue to
Invita reputable, Intemational scholars in varkus acasemic dBCpiines
25 our guest lecturars for modular courses.

4 FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

Pralse God for bissing MBS witha strong faculty tsam. Al present, we
have In total 17 full-me lecturers In both the Chiness and English
Departments. We aspacialy thank Or. Tan Kim Sa %o his contruous
servica In MBS & the Residential Research Scholar after retiring from
Principalship.
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W as0 thark God for providing us with new lectuners. For the English
Dapartmant, we have Dr. Roger Senior from UK, Eider Jack Mock from
Sydney, and M. Tan Gaok Hock, an aumnus of MBS,

5 CURRICULUM REVISION AND NEW PROGRAMS

Prakse the Lond that since 2000, we have Two new graduate programs
I the Chiness Depatment, namely, Master of DNINty With emphasis
I Mission, and Master of Minksiry In Family Ministries. The latter
program I In parinership wih the Family Keepers ntamational in
adotion, we are In the prookss of working out he possibilty of
riroducing the Master of Theology and Doctor of Minkstry wiih a
reputable seminary abroad, and Mopefuly, hese programs wil be
rtroguced In 2011,

Likewise, In the English Department, two new programs hawe Mso
teen introducad in 2009: Mastar of Ministry with special emphasks on
“Making Sered of the Market Placs,” and Theological Education Annax
which & 3 church based program in theologlcal education for church
members. MBS has agreed to assist the Makiab Alldtab Saban (MTS),
the theclogical college of S18 at Ranay, with is upgrading of Bachelor
of Theology program as part of an on-gong partrership wih SIB
(Saban).
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In rry first editonial | emnphasised that MBS is not a cemetery. Ratheritis a
greerhouse, birthing many mirsstnes and programmes that wall help us maks
a differencs in the traning and equipping of pastors, missionaries and
Christian leaders in Malaysia and in Asia.

However itis also my prayer that MBS be known a2 2 community of grace.
A zafe place for shudents to remove their masks and be thamsalves. A placs
where they are known personally by name and whare they are unconditionally loved, mentored and rurtured
to be more and more liks Christ.

Seminaries can be difficult, lonely, competitive, dog eat dog places. Under the pressures of weskend
ministres and the stress of maintaining 2 good GPA, spirituality, love, kindness and (heaven forbid!) Christ
likeness can go out the window. We do not want that ever to happen at MBS, Inetead | pray that we will ba
a community where all our students are recipients (nod victims) of a conspiracy of grace.

Lat me share this delightful story with you so that you understand what | mean by a conspiracy of grace:

“I was the ama Little League championship game. Thastands were paciad fall with families of each of the
players. The game was 2 nal biter The final play of the match was about to begin.

A firds boy with ks iarge family wardhing from the stands, sivod aione af the vast baseball damond waiing
tobat The basss wem icadad, with twe cut. X ke made an out the game would be over and ke tesm would
ipse. If he waiked or hit the ball ke wouid be the here of the game. His feam wouid have won.

Guugs what ? He missed the first the sacond and the thind pitch He
The oppesing ream went crazy their Bmiy mambars swarma

laghing, cheening and ceidatng.
As for theiitte bey. he was st standing at the plats, i

Suddenly someons ysliad Olay, iat’s play ball”. Startie
whiﬂﬂmumm -




) in el chserch i very Imgacrune s cha Sesipbimen B B this masesblye i Gy S e
mutaal edification (1 Corinthians 14) and encouragement (Hebrews 10:25). It is che Body of
Chise (1 Corindsians 12:27) and the Brick of Christ (Epbesians §25-33) expressed in a local
setting. The seminary, on the other hand, is unknowa in the Bible and s0 is not a theologically
necessity. Therefore the seminary must be there to serve the church and not the converse.

The Spiric cells us in Ephesians4:11-12 that God gifes his church wich vadous word gifts to equip
his pecgle for the work of ministry.
Word Mmisters (aposiles, prophess, evangelisss, pastor-teachers) 5 Equip the saivss > Minlssry

Our initial expectation on reading this is that every church will be given the gifes for these things.
Further reflection however, shows us this is noe necessarily the case. The apostles, for instance,
could not have been in every church in their ame. Theretore it is conceivable that some word
mi.nilmup‘fﬂ-o&'ipuﬂcinmtlmmhcﬂduwi

Ifycu put together a team of servants of Jesus Christ who seck to serve his church by equipping
Gad's people for works of secvice - and the intention of this ministry is to serve more than one

lecal church = you have the Runcrional marks of a seminary, The team ofservants who are gifted
in word ministry train people from different churches in chat ministry so that they in twm can
equip the saines in their own churches For a vasiety of ministries.

Seen this way, a seminary is primarily its faculty = the team who are doing the equipping.
Everythingelse that happens in the seminary is to facilitate their work of equipping the saines
for ministry in the churches. This should be reflected in the priorities of the seminary. A
seminary is only everas good as its faculty - measured by their uschulness to the local

church.
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THE FACULTY SERVES THE LOCAL CHURCHES IN 3 MAIN WAYS.

Firstly, faculty members train and equip leaders to serve the churches. They must therefore be
competent in the word and good at ministey themselves. This docsn't mean chey need to be experts in
eveey area of ministey. But the heare of ministry is speaking the truth in love : teaching and proclaiming
God's Spirit-inspired Word in the context of relationships Faculty members need to excel at both truch
and love in onder to be effective in training those they serve directly. Furthermore, they need to seck to
reproduce these characteristics in the lives of the people they train 20 that they in cum are able to train
others in local churches. Thae is why good seminary lecrurers are good pastor-teachers. We must avoid
the temptarion of looking for lecrurers whose passion is purdy academic and don’t hawe the heart to
Jorve and equip God's people.

Secondly, faculty members are 0o defend the centraliey of the Gospel in the seminaryand che church,
There is an often quoted dlustration that one generation prodlaims the Gospel and keeps ik central.
mull:!nnrxm believes the Gospel but somethingelse takes centre stage. They assume the

: sey are really passionate sbout something else. That ‘something else” may not be bad thing
: ﬂmpua&m Butthnﬂa:aumm in danger of holding fast to that
gthe minary faculty members need to keep on reminding each
uﬁl::GmprlThumnhmbchuhmwuﬂr

gen ospelcentred hermeneutic needs to be cmployed when coming
i __ud Gup:l centred seemons exemplified. Students need o be aught to chink about
dife and ministry from the Gospel catwards. Scudents who are shaped bya seminary

iscent -iu::mﬂ':irdlmhuhbupigd:ﬁuspt]:tnuﬂhn.

members 2 to be alere for false teaching, We have been warned many times thae false
i !menslﬂ SIWB:mIdH:rLEA Ldﬂ*l&ll"td‘ll"h d‘hrh’

-rlm:k Ihelem&unﬁl:mrduchmk Liberalism infected many churches over the years through the

seminaries. On the other hand, faculty member: who hold fas to the word of eruth are able to ientify,
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In the evening of 24th Fdbruary this year, a group of senior business people and academics mct up for dinner
and discussions at the degant apartment of one of the CEOs in the group. Present were Rev D Tooy Lim and
Dir Mark Lowatt froon MBS, alongwith others of 2 small grovp which has been meeting over the past few
months to discuss the opportunity of providing practical and thealogical input for people in the marketplace at
a senior level There is a clear need for sach suppart: many of the business people we have inter viewed talk b oot
the isolation and dernands of living out their faith in the marketplace, and the need for fellowship and guidance
as they walk this journe x I is our groop's intention to provide such resources, encounging and strengthening
them asthe ywalk with God and use Biblical principles to meet the challerges of the marketplace with integriry.

Central to the programme is the concept of ‘Imaging God' in business, This is the appeoach that to live most
completely we should reflect our true natore as created in the image of God (Gen. 1.26.28). This true self, who
we were made to be, is composed of aset of elements which reflect God in his trae rature: relational, passionate
and ereative, and with a strong seree of justice. of right and wrong, It is when we reflect God's image that we are
mest truly ourselves and most Fully alive. The Imaging God peoject recognises this and secks to apply it to our
day.to daywodkdng lves.
How i this done | Sienply by the application of the qualities of God into daily working peactices.
For example, the creativity of God, the Creator, can be reflected by giving people the opportanity to be creative
in their wock. Many of the worlds best companies recognise the value of thisand sk to norture it and provide
the means for people to exercise their natural inborn talents in this way to deliver exception results. Apple, with
the iPod and iPhone, might be an example, Creativity is very productive, and profitable too: media ficens which
hhmmﬂuhh-&mhhhmlhmmhhhﬁn&mm&
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ioward aspect 1 it but also a corpocate, stroctural element, so that the bosiness itelf takeson
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changes in how commernce is dane and how our people act day to day in their jobs, bringing light, hope and
strength into this stressful wodld as God works through us.

Further elernents we will explore inclisde aach aspects of the rarure of God as his glory, to be ceflectsd in
excellence; his justice, reflected in integrity; his fatherhood, expressed through HR policies which bring out the
bestin people; and his agape, ceflected in building strong, Jong lasting, trust based cclationships within and
extemal to the company. These all bring business bersefit in the
- maedium-to-Jong term and create companies which are good towork
—_ for and deal with, benefiting customers, staff and shareholdees alike.

Trawrier, O, Mok Lovem, i and faccine 7 icler dewel £ of Market
Lic & r 3t Maogiion &9 Semdoy Amg. hmﬁﬁg:m mimﬁg
K heutr o P froon e Lnersty of design stage and will be emerging over the coming months. For moce
NoTiapinm, UK oo bl f et information about the project, please contact Dr Tony Limor De
Nabuiy, poliished os Congracing &0 Mark Lovatt at MBS. In the meantime we continie to meet with our
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In the evening of 24th Fdbruary this year, a group of senior business people and academics met up for dinner
and discussions at the degant apartment of one of the CEOs in the group. Present were Rev D Tony Lim and
Dt Mark Lowatt froen MBS, alongwith others of 2 small group which has been meeting over the past few
months to discuss the opportunity of providing practical and thealogical input for people in the marketplace at
2 senior level There is aclear need for aach aupport: many of the business people we have interviewed talk b oot
the isolation and demands of living out their faith in the marketplace, and the need for fellowship and guidance
as they walk this journe x It is our groop's intention to provide such resources, encounging and strengthening
them asthe y walk with God and nee Biblical principles to meet the challerges of the marketplace with integriry.

Central to the programme is the concept of ‘Imaging God' in business, This is the approach that to live most
sompletely we should reflect our true natore as created in the image of God (Gen. 126281, This true selE who

ICLE BY DAVID CHEONG WHO IS CURRENTLY
OF OUR STUDENTS IN THE MASTERS PROGRAMME

As a new Christian believer, I used ro think thar an intellecrual
understanding of whar and why we believe is not imporrant as long as
we have an experienrial feeling in our heart! The heart is whar you
use in a relationship with God bur the brain is what you use while
studying science, compurers, economics and history in school.

This results in a separation of che heart for spiricual scuff and the mind for secular scuff.
When chac happens, itis no wonder that our faich has so liwle impact on how we do our
work or studies in the world. It is no wonder too chat our daily activides ouside the
church have very litcde to do with God or the gospel. Yer Scripoure wells us: *Do notbe
conformed to che patterns of this world buc be transformed by the renewal of your
minds” ( Romans 12:2). It doesn't say *Be transformed by the removal of your minds®!

As 1 slowly discover chat lowe for God involves all our being (heart, head and hands), I

begin to see the value of chealogy in my own spiricual life and ministry. Togecher witha
! group of working adules, I enrolled in Malaysia Bible Seminari (MBS) on a part time

basis while workingasan I'T consultant. Despire the chalknge of bacling craffic jams to

acrend nighe classes, the MBS learning experience has been both personally-enriching
and ministry-enabling, The able and helpful lecrurers equipped me wich a biblical

framework of creation, sin and redemprion dwough which 1 have dhe als 1o discern
truth from error, right from wrong, beaucy from ugliness in contemporary Malaysian life
— and the world in general. Seminary wraining is an invaluabk resource as I engage with
marketplace issues through the blog: haps//TheAgorablogspotcom
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Progress of
New Campus
Building Project

We hank God That our MES Kundang new campus extension plan Nas been approved
by the munidpal councl concermed and all rencvationwork Is progressing wedl, and it is
likely that the present projectwill be completed for use by this June/July,

LA AT AN

Please pray that the balance of M 1.7 million may 2o be met, (The present Kundang
Campus Project costs about RM 6.5 millon, and Te sale of the six Klang shop-lots s
expected 10 bring in only R 42 mililon),

Homwever, during Tis perlod of Brme we are required o make progressh'e payments 1o
e Contractor and persernel concemed for works done, and we need your urgent
financial assistance in this regard, éther in temms of donations of Intenest free loans,
‘We thank you In advance for your posithve response. You may send your donatons by
mall of via direct wransfer into Public Bank, Klang - Accounts No: 3-0853774 08,
Please send us T bank-n siips for recalpts. In case of Imerest-ee loans, please
contact he Prindpal br. Jason Lirm [010-3657430) or Business Manager Mr. Herry Teh
[016-282€100) for follow-up puposes. Thank you In advance for your kind and
generous contribution. Plesse stay connecied
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6 THE SEMINARY WITH WORLD WIDE HORIZON

Sincs 2002, MBS acceped International students o s varkus
iheoiogical programs., initialy we Taced dimozities In visas
for mamational students. Howewer, In July 2008, we thank the Lond
frat the Homa AfTairs g MES an oMcial ktter o 1ake in
forelgn students under the professional VSR pass. Presently, we reve
students from China, Nepal, Vietram, Myanmar, India and indonesa.
Upon completion of thelr studies, they wil return and serve i thelr
horne courtres. One of our graduates ks planning to stan a training
school In his home by the and of this year. MBS has
enhanced ks wordviews by the presence of Intemational students. We
welcome drurches (o b2 In partnership with MBS In training Imerna-
tioral stugents for God's kingdom.,

7 ENHANCEMENT OF MBS WEBSITE

A new websts wih updaled naws, photos, cowrses offered, current
and upcoming everts, aricies, and news of ow alumnl will be ready
for so0n. We am Towards ondine teaching’

E-Leaming programs. Any sugpastions are most weicomed.

8 REMEWAL OF STUDENT LIFE AND STUDY ENVIRONMENT

Pralse God that the @xtansion and renovation of our rew campus &
Kundang is progressing weil, We plan to mowe to the new carmpus,
mnnmﬂmummuwnumm
ANVIronMmEN IN COMparnson with the presart campus In Kiang The ten
acmes campus will provide sufieclent fadities for administration,
W cture rooms, Ibrany, acoommodation and reareation, elc. We beleve
trat il the fackities in the new campus wil not only provide a bettar
kaning and hvng anvironment 1r shudents, stafl and faculty, tut ako
b2 able to serve churches more eMectively. We praise God that a new

highmway cios? tn the campus will be opaned, with the ext point oy a
oouple of mirutes dive from e campus. Upon the completion of this
highmay, the joumey 1o and from Kundang wil ba graatly shortanid.

7 MBS 12wo ANNIVERSARY AND THE PRINCIPAL'S
INSTALLATION

MBS 22nd Annhversary and the Installation of Or. Jason Lim &s the 4ih
Principal wil b2 heid on 10 Juy 2010 (Salurday), & 4pm in Kimng
Crinesa Methodist Church. Dr. Ka-Lun Legng, the Principal of Allance
Eibk Servinary, Horg Kong, will be the guest spaaker Tor the oocaskon.
All are inviied and your presance wil b caeply appreclited Please
remernioar the combinad evenls, and uphod the new Principal nyowr
prayers.

Please pray for me, and gha me your consiructive advice and support,
50 tret | will be able to sarve well, and be 2 great blessing to MBS and
the churthas at rge. Vhank, gow.

e Pancpal
DR. JASON LiM

Our 32nd Anniversary Thanksgiving Service
oy
The Installation of Dr. Jason Lim -
as the 4ch Principal of Malaysia Bible Seminary
oz

Saturday, July 10th, 2010 at 4.00 pm (sharp)
a”
Klang Chinese Methodist Church
and thereafter to a Building Fund Raising Dinner
-
Hai Thiam Lo Restaurant
Jalan Limau Besar, 41050 Klang




